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Art Unit: 3632 

This is the second office action for application number 10/078,287, Folding 
Speaker Bracket, filed on February 15, 2002. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1 , 2, 7, 8 and 1 1 -1 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent number 2,772,062 to Bowser. 

Bowser '062 discloses a bracket (figure 1) located on the backside of a mounting 
surface having front and back opposite sides (figure 1) comprising a first half (figure 1) 
including a first mount half (figure 1 ) and a first support (figure 1 ), a second half (figure 
1) including a second mount half (figure 1) and a second support (figure 1), wherein the 
first half is rotatably connected to the second half so as to define an axis about which 
the first and second half may rotate with respect to one another and wherein the first 
and second halves define an opening (figure 1 ); wherein the first half may rotate to and 
from an unfolded position; wherein the first and second halves constitute a mounting 
portion that is hinged at one or more locations along the approximate midpoint of the 
bracket; wherein the bracket includes means for folding the bracket comprising a pair of 
pin joints (20,21 ) comprising screws. 

Claims 1 1, 14 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by U.S. Patent number 3,633,250 to Romney. 
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Romney '250 discloses a bracket (figure 10) resting entirely against the backside 
(figure 10) of a mounting surface of a room (inherently) wherein the mounting surface 
has the backside facing away from the room and a separate front side (figure 10) facing 
the room, comprising a mounting portion (figure 10) comprising two speaker mounting 
halves defining an opening (figure 10), at least one support arm (figure 10), and folding 
means comprising the use of flexible material (figure 10); wherein the bracket can fold 
and unfold. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

Claims 3, 4, 9, 10, 15 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Bowser '062 in view of U.S. Patent number 1 ,602,729 to Walters. 

Bowser '062 reveals the previous invention failing to specifically teach the 
bracket to include a spring that biases the rotation of the first and second halves 
towards the unfolded position. However, Walters 729 teaches a bracket (figure 2) 
including first and second mount halves (10,11) that may rotate with respect to one 
another to and from an unfolded position wherein a spring (20) biases the rotation of the 
halves towards the unfolded position. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have included a spring with the 
bracket of Bowser '062 so as to bias the rotation of the halves toward the unfolded 
position (normal operating position as shown in figures 2 and 4) so as to provide for a 
more sturdy invention by ensuring the bracket is flat against the backside of the surface. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed May 28, 2003 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-4 and 7-17 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Ballantyne '420 divulges a bracket with first and second pivoting 
halves. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 



Application/Control Number: 10/078,287 



Page 5 



Art Unit: 3632 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jon A Szumny whose telephone number is 
(703) 306-3403. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8-4. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application and proceeding 
are assigned is (703) 305-7687. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703) 308-1113. 





Jon Szumny 
Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 3600 
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